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EPIRUS (EPEIROS) 

The term Epeiros (“Mainland”) designates the mountainous area of northwestern Greece, which was 
inhabited by several tribes and featured few places of more than purely local importance, most notably the 
oracular sancturary of Zeus at Dodona. The Molossian royal house claimed descent from Neoptolemos, called 
Pyrros, son of the hero Akhilleus. The first historical king of the Molossians recorded in the sources is Admetos, 
who sheltered the exiled Athenian general Themistokles in r.479. Tharypas, who may have been Admetos’ 
grandson, came to the throne while still a minor, and is credited with promoting the Hellenization of his 
somewhat outlandish people. Alexandras I, at once the brother-in-law and son-in-law of Philippos II of 
Macedon, who had placed him on the Molossian throne, became a Macedonian ally. At about the same time the 
Molossians were able to establish their hegemony over the remaining Epirote tribes. Alexandras I intervened in 
the affairs of southern Italy, but lost his life in battle against a local tribe. After a period of dynastic and civil 
strife, the Epirote monarchy briefly made a name for itself during the early 3 rd century BC, when Pyrros I invaded 
Macedon twice, intervened in southern Italy and Sicily with a phalanx and war elephants, won a Pyrrhic victory 
against the Romans before being forced to withdraw, and found his death fighting in Argos. The expansionist 
ambitions of his son Alexandras II were effectively checked by the Antigonids of Macedon, and the history of 
Epirus recedes into obscurity starting with his reign. Sometime during the reign of Demetrios II of Macedon the 
Epirotes rebelled against their queen Dei'dameia, murdered her inside the temple in which she had sought 
sanctuary, and replaced the monarchy with a federal republic under the influence of Macedon. Following the 
Roman destruction of the kingdom of Macedon, the Epirote nobleman Kharops ingratiated himself with the 
Roman general Lucius Aemilius Paullus and obtained the opportunity to eliminate his foes and set himself up as 
tyrant. On his death in 157, Epirus was annexed by the Roman Republic. 

Many early and late dates in the list below are approximate. 
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Kings of the Molossians and of Epirus (Epeiros) 

Tharypas ... descendant of Akhilleus 

Alketas I ... son of Tharypas 

Neoptolemos I ... son of Alketas I 

Arybbas ... son of Alketas I; deposed 

Alexandras I ... son of Neoptolemos I 

Neoptolemos II ... son of Alexandras I; deposed 

Aiakides ... son of Arybbas; associated 316—317 

Alketas II ... son of Arybbas 

Pyrros I ... son of Aiakides; deposed 

Neoptolemos II ... restored 

Pyrros I ... restored; associated 197 

Alexandras II ... son of Pyrros I 

Pyrros II ... son of Alexandras II 

Ptolemaios ... son of Alexandras II 

Dei'dameia ... daughter of Pyrros II 

(federal republic) 

Kharops ... son of Makhatos, son of Kharops 
(to the Roman Republic 157) 



